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WEEKEND WEATHER

Vice President Mike Pence was announced as the 2019 commencement speaker on April 11.

depth of pain and things that
would come out of (inviting
Pence), and I feel very badly
about that, and I ask your forgiveness for that,” Haines said.
Questions were structured to
first explain how the commencement speaker has been chosen
historically and was chosen this
year, then the future of Taylor.
According to Haines, the commencement speaker at Taylor
has always been chosen by the
current president. Consequently, Haines did not want to pass on
the opportunity to invite the Vice
President of the United States

when connections opened for
him to do so. Although his cabinet anticipated people to disagree, they did not expect the
extent to which this would divide
the campus and alumni.
In the future, Haines said he
is open to receive input about
commencement speakers from
the Taylor community, which he
later reaffirmed in an email to
students, faculty and staff. Until now, Haines said, the president’s decision was normally
not contested and including students in this decision has been
an oversight.

Manning asked pointedly if
this choice was made for monetary gain or for publicity, to
which Haines said his motivation
was simply because Pence is the
vice president of United States.
According to Haines, monetary
gain never crossed his mind in
making the decision.
Additionally, Haines pointed
to universities like Notre Dame,
who has a history of inviting politicians of many different parties.
He hoped Taylor could embody
the openness to views that are
modeled elsewhere.
For senior Jordan Hardesty,

Photograph provided by Google

this sentiment from Haines
brought mixed feelings.
“I admired how Lowell Haines
asked for forgiveness,” Hardesty said. “However, I do wish he
would’ve been upfront about the
fact that there was somewhat of
a finance and university name
recognition. I didn’t care for how
he emphasized that “it’s the Vice
President of the United States!”
I understand that completely,
but that shouldn’t have been his
main argument.”
As for the future of the university, the panel asked questions to
CONVERSATION continues on Page 2
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President P. Lowell Haines addressed some concerns regarding Vice President of the United
States Mike Pence as the 2019
commencement speaker during
chapel on April 24.
A panel of faculty and student
representatives asked Haines
questions that had been brought
up at the two listening sessions
that had taken place at the time.
The panel consisted of Special Assistant to President for Diversity Initiatives the Rev. Greg
Dyson, Associate Professor of
Computer Science and Engineering and Faculty Moderator
Jeff Cramer, Assistant Professor
of Theatre Arts and incoming
Faculty Moderator Tracy Manning, senior and Student Body
President Joshua Clement and
junior and incoming Student
Body President Anders Soderquist. Campus Pastor the Rev.
Jon Cavanagh acted as the panel moderator.
Haines had been scheduled
to speak during chapel since the
beginning of the semester. However, according to Haines, Clement encouraged him to use the
chapel time to answer questions
of the student body in a “family
meeting” format.
Before the interview time began, Haines apologized for the division that has come as a result
of his decision.
“I didn’t really foresee the

Ellie Tiemens
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Conversation surrounding
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Taylor University students and
faculty recently partnered with
NearSpace Launch Inc. to make
history in sending nanosatellites to space.
On April 17 at 4:46 p.m.,
computer science students,
engineering students and faculty watched as nearly two
years their of hard work was
launched into space.
“I was ecstatic when I heard
our satellite was successfully
retrieving data,” senior Jason
Argo, the satellite program
manager during the 2017-2018
school year, said. “This will go
down as the coolest project I
worked on in college.”
This began as a senior project
a few years ago. More recently, Taylor students partnered
with a consortium of space and
technology companies to build
a nanosatellite — or a small satellite that can transmit data
from low space orbit.
These nanonsatellites, called
ThinSats, were able to be
launched into space to collect
data for them.
One company that they
worked closely with is
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The current wooden signs for Upland will soon be replaced
with a pair of new ones which will enhance the town’s image.

Upland builds two
new welcome signs
Photograph provided by Bill Bauson

Computer science and engineering students
made Taylor history with the launch of their nanosatellite in Virginia.

NearSpace Launch Inc., an Upland-based company founded
by Jeff Dailey, a former research
engineer at Taylor and Hank
Voss, a former professor of engineering and physics at Taylor.
Students also worked with
The Virginia Commercial
Space Flight Authority in Wallops Island, Virginia, where the
rocket was launched.
Another company, Northrop
Grumman, provided the rocket in which the ThinSats
were launched.
Taylor, as well as other colleges and universities around
the country, took advantage
of the opportunity provided

by these companies that work
for students to send things into
space more easily.
However, the team at Taylor
did things a little differently.
Where many schools were
given parts of the satellite to
build — sort of like a Lego set
— Taylor students successfully designed and built their own
payload board on the satellite.
In doing this, they were able to
make their ThinSat do whatever they wanted it to do.
One thing they added to their
satellite are luminescent LED
lights that will blink “TaylorPhyxtGears” in Morse code.
SPACE continues on Page 2

Project funded by
anonymous donor

Taylor Budzikowski
Staff Writer

The Town of Upland has received an anonymous donation to fund the building of two
new town signs. Construction
on the signs started the week
of April 15.
New town signs will welcome
visitors and locals into town.
These signs mark Upland’s recent growth and development.
“I think they will resonate
with people coming in and
out of town in terms of the
commitment that the town
has to its presence . . . its intent to continue to grow and
move forward,” Upland Town

WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!

Manager Jonathan Perez said.
Perez explained the current
wooden signs are too small
and outdated. As a result, new
signs will have a greater impact on the community. The
pair of signs cost $65,000 and
the donor’s commitment was
made in late Fall of 2018.
The anonymous donor permitted potential construction of new signs to become
a reality.
According to the press release, “One sign will be located on Indiana 26 on the north
curve entering Town of Upland. The southern sign will
be on the northeast corner
of Indiana 22 and Indiana 26
across from the Taylor University campus sign.”
UPLAND continues on Page 2
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Catholic Church fights against sexual abuse
Catholic students
reflect on scandals
Abigail Roberts
Staff Writer

According to BBC News, the
1.2 billion-member Catholic
Church continues to globally
face the exposure of decades
of sexual abuse, specifically the
abuse of minors.
Discussion on sexual abuse
within the Catholic Church
exploded into the U.S. public
eye in 2002 after a report by
the Boston Globe investigative
team, Spotlight.
Spotlight’s publication unleashed a waterfall of victim testimonials, both in the U.S. and
around the world, despite the
fact that the victims’ ability to
legally file a charge had expired
on many of these cases.
Taylor is home to almost
a dozen Catholic students,
primarily from Central and
South America.
“As a Catholic it is hard to
hear about all of it,” freshman
Elizabeth Magallanes said. “It’s
really heartbreaking. I can’t
even wrap my mind across the
fact that there are priests doing this.”
In a time when sexual abuse
is more widely discussed, an
open platform has emerged for
these issues to be brought into
the light.

In September, a study revealed
that German priests sexually
abused 3,677 minors between
1946 and 2014. The study was
carried out by three German
universities and revealed many
documents related to sexual
abuse in the Catholic Church
were destroyed.
“As we look at how the abuse
scandals have impacted the
churches,” Assistant Professor of Biblical Ministries Hank
Voss said. “We see that sin revealed destroys sin concealed.
Sin always loses power when it
is brought into the light.”
5,700 to 10,000 Catholic
priests have been accused of
sexual abuse thus far in the U.S.,
according to Eyewitness News.
The full number of victims range
as high as 100,000, with tens of
thousands of other victims coming forward around the world.
In the largest report revealed
since Spotlight, last August,
Pennsylvanian’s Grand Jury uncovered 300 predator priests
with reports of over 1,000 victims in six Pennsylvania diocese, according to America
Magazine.
Survivors testify that worse
than the abuse was the lack
of response and secrecy they
encountered when coming
forward. It was evident the
Catholic Church would take
extensive measures to prevent
scandal. Abusive priests were
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Pope Francis has yet to implement protocol regarding sexual abuse in the Catholic Church.

kept in their office and simply
moved to different dioceses. All
actions possible were taken to
keep a circle of secrecy around
the events.
“If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it (1 Cor
12:26),” Pope Francis said in his
2,000-word response letter released to the world on Aug. 20.
“Looking back to the past, no
effort . . . done will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to
create a culture able to prevent
such situations from happening

. . . We feel shame when we realize that our style of life has denied, and continues to deny, the
words we recite.”
Pope Francis, despite his
powerful words, has yet to put
any rules or laws in place which
require the dismissal of abusive
priests. Despite a four-day conference held in the Vatican this
past February to discuss a plan
to transform Catholic Church
culture, NBC News said there
has yet to be a clear protocol.
It is important to note that
sexual abuse is not unique to

the Catholic Church and should
be equally assessed across all religious institutions.
“The world is full of evil and
full of bad things,” Magallanes
said. “In all other religions
there is murder and abuse and
rape and all kinds of things, I
don’t think it has to do with being Catholic.”
However, in light of these allegations and findings, members of the Catholic Church are
understandably left in states of
confusion and disillusionment.
Leaders in the Catholic

Church believe people’s anger
toward the Catholic Church
is healthy and necessary but
should be directed at seeking
change, not at harming others,
according to NPR.
“I don’t think there is any correlation between how it should
or shouldn’t affect my faith,”
Magallanes said. “I don’t worship the church or the priest, I
worship God. Because my faith
is so strong because I believe in
him, that’s why I’ve been able to
stay strong.”
echo@taylor.edu

Grant County thrift store moves location
Rescue
Mission rebrands

Rayce Patterson
News Co-Editor
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Mission Mart will soon be moving location and rebranded as ReNewed Boutique and Thrift.

SPACE continued from
The successful completion of
building their own ThinSat and
the launch last week is an exciting event for the engineering
community at Taylor.
Taylor is making nanosatellite history as this is the first
time the ThinSat design has
flown in space and the Taylor
satellites have the only student
payload boards that were designed from scratch.
“It’s an exciting project,” Bill
Bauson, assistant professor of
systems and one faculty member heavily involved in this
CONVERSATION continued from

address concerns that inviting
Pence was a decisive political
alignment with the Republican
Party or Trump administration.
Specifically, Soderquist said
some students had issues with
the original press release, which
they felt alienated students of
different viewpoints.
“Mr. Pence has been a good
friend to the University over
many years, and is a Christian
brother whose life and values
have exemplified what we strive
to instill in our graduates,” the
press release said.

Grant County Rescue Mission
(GCRM) will be moving the location of their thrift store on May 1.
GCRM’s Mission Mart is currently located on South Western Avenue in Marion. Mission
Mart is a thrift store that helps
funds many of GCRM’s programs,
but the public often is not aware
that the store and the organization are connected.
“I would talk to people on a
regular basis that had no idea
that the Grant County Rescue
Mission had a thrift store,” Executive Director Rick Berbereia
said. “We want people to understand that when you shop at our
thrift store or you donate goods
to our thrift store, you’re helping
promote life change.”
This is the reason behind the

UPLAND continued from

rebranding of Mission Mart.
When GCRM’s thrift store opens
on South Adams Street, it will
be called ReNewed Boutique
and Thrift.
One of the other issues that
caused GCRM to move the thrift
store location was operational
costs. Thankfully, First United
Methodist Church was looking
to lease one of their buildings.
The location plus a common
mission made the choice to
move into First United Methodist Church’s property an easy
one, according to Berbereia.
“I felt like if we wanted to be
good stewards of our community’s donations, then we needed to
find a way to cut our operational
costs down,” Berbereia said.
The funding from ReNewed
Boutique and Thrift goes towards GCRM’s various programs,
including shelters for men,
women and children, as well as
a recovery program for the men
and women.

GCRM also has their Meals on
Wheels program, which provides food services to people in
Grant County that are unable
to get to GCRM’s facilities. According to Berbereia, Meals on
Wheels provided over 70,000
meals in 2018 alone.
“We are very excited about our
new name and location,” Board
President Troy Simpson said.
“The new building gives us opportunities to serve the community in ways we have never been
able to do in the past.”
According to a press release
GCRM issued on March 27, ReNewed Boutique and Thrift will
have a ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 3 at 11:30 a.m. The
Marion-Grant County Chamber
of Commerce and the Gas City
Area Chamber of Commerce
will both attend. There will be
an additional celebration on
May 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for
the community.
echo@taylor.edu
step forward,” Perez said.
Though the signs were not
the priority in the master
planning process for Upland,
the town could not pass up the
opportunity when the anonymous donation was received.
Joyce Wood, an Upland resident, is looking forward to the
new signs.
“They will be of the kind of
quality that will give a glimpse
into how we want our town to
be viewed in the eyes of those
who are long-term residents
or visitors to our community,”
Wood said.
echo@taylor.edu
“All in all, VP Mike Pence is
coming, and we should welcome
him and respect him even if
some people don’t agree that his
actions reflect Christian values,”
Hardesty said. “In my opinion,
Taylor is focusing too much on
Pence instead of the graduates’
accomplishments . . . Graduation
is what you make of it. You’re in
control of your perspective.”
The third and final listening
session regarding commencement will take place on April 30
in Alspaugh East of the Hodson
Dining Commons from 6 p.m.7:15 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

project, said. “This is the cutting edge of this technology . . .
this would actually be the only
time that students have tried
anything like this and actually
got it into space.”
Additionally, this project provided a unique learning experience for the students involved.
They had the chance to not
only design and build the satellite, write code for the program,
get exposure to the system design process and go through
design reviews with NASA,
but many also witnessed their
hard work being launched into
space.

For Argo, thi s project
helped him discover the career path he wants to take. He
said it also helped him grow
professionally.
“Under the direction of professor Bauson and other CS/
Engineer ( faculty), our Taylor
team was able to successfully build and launch a satellite
with a team of primarily undergraduate students,” Argo said.
“This speaks to the quality of
Taylor’s faculty, students, and
opportunities available under
the Computer Science and Engineering programs.”
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor donated their land for
the presence of the sign.
Perez said that Sebestyen
and Williams Construction
(Upland) began construction
on the foundation of the South
sign last week. Once the South
sign is completed construction
of the North sign will begin.
He anticipates both signs
will be completed by mid-May
2019, weather permitting. Initially, snow and rain delayed
sign construction.
Additionally, Design Coll a b o ra t iv e ( Fo r t Way n e)

created the sign design. Perez explained that in the future the signs might include
representations of Eastbrook
and Taylor. Currently, the signs
will solely feature the verbiage
“Town of Upland.”
Throughout the planning
process, Perez had an overall
positive experience working
with council members, designers, and builders.
“We are actually to the point
now when people are reaching
out to us because they want to
be a part of the things we are
doing and want to know how
they can help so that is a huge

Haines said this confusion
is likely due to poor phrasing
on his part. Rather than aligning politically, the press release
was supposed to express that
Pence is a man of Christian
faith. Haines added that Taylor
has been, and will hopefully remain, a centrist and nondenominational university, not aligning
with a political agenda, unlike
other universities.
Ultimately, Haines said he
would not rescind his invitation
to Pence.
Proceeding the chapel panel,
opinions across campus differed
on the effect it had.

Dyson, based on his experience talking with students, faculty and staff, said events like the
panel are hard to rate. According
to Dyson, those who are excited
and those who are in pain still
feel similarly.
“Some who were glad for the
forum and others left feeling it
fell far short,” Dyson said. “One
follow up concern is that if
someone feels convicted to protest Mr. Pence’s presence, they
don't want to be made to feel
less spiritual than those excited
for his appearance.”
In an email to students, faculty and staff later that day, Haines

addressed these concerns about
protests, saying that the order
of the commencement ceremony will allow students to follow
their convictions. Students will
be able to walk out having participated in most of the program
while causing minimum disruption to those who wish to stay.
Others, like freshman David
Muselman, applauded Haines
for speaking.
“Chapel was great,” Muselman
said. “President Haines did not
have to do what he did, and his
humility was inspiring. The student body was clearly excited
when President Haines said he

wouldn’t consider disinviting the
Vice President. In my opinion,
the people who don’t want VP
Pence are a loud minority, while
most of campus (the silent majority) supports the decision.”
Jim Garringer, director of
media relations, said he also
thought Haines handled the
panel’s candid questions well.
Garringer also said he realizes this is a complex issue with
many different viewpoints. He
echoed Haines’s email calling
for Taylor’s community to bear
with one another in love, as directed to the church in Colossians 3:12-15.
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Music and masks meet on the dance floor
Mainstage Cabinet
hosts masquerade ball
Ethan Rice
Staff Writer

A line of fancy suits and colorful gowns flow out onto
the ballroom f loor, elaborate masks make the dancers unrecognizable.
The masquerade ball is an
iconic feature of pop culture
for centuries, ranging from
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” to “The Phantom of the
Opera.” Soon, Taylor will be
hosting a masquerade ball of
their own.
The ball is being put on by
Mainstage, the Taylor Student Organization (TSO) cabinet in charge of running dance
and music events on Taylor’s
campus, such as the Halloween Dance and visiting musical artists.
It will be held the evening of
May 4. Tickets will be on sale for
$5 in the Hodson Dining Commons next week. Masks for
the ball will be handed to the
first 150 students to purchase
students.
This is not the first time that
such an event has been held.
Director of Student Programs
Steve Austin said that this
theme was used for the second
ever dance run by Taylor. At the
time, it was held at an off-campus location.
In the years since, the varying stream of cabinets overseeing campus dances have
expressed interest in reviving
the ball, but it has repeatedly been a challenge to find the
time to fit it into the always busy

Photograph by Josie Koontz

Senior Caroline Kauffman, juniors Jazmin Tuscani, Jackie Hilger, Siyhani Jones and Gwyneth Terrett and senior HudsonTaylor are Mainstage Cabinet of TSO spends time planning the upcoming masquerade ball.

campus schedule.
“The team this year was really intrigued by the idea,” Austin
said. “and they really committed
to make this happen.”
Austin also stressed that
Mainstage does not want students to feel that this is a “couples only” event. Any student
who wishes to attend by themselves or with a group of friends

is encouraged to dress up and
come have fun without feeling
counted out because of the relational image typically associated with formal dances.
Junior graphic arts major
Jazmin Tuscani currently serves
as the president of Mainstage.
In this role she works to solidify the specifics of events and
manage the planning to ensure

things happen on time.
“We really wanted to have a
spring semi-formal, but also
really celebrate going into dead
week,” Tuscani said. “It should
be a good break from worrying
about finals.”
Tuscani said that the process
towards choosing this theme
came from a desire to show
love to their fellow students by

offering a fun and original event.
They also envisioned an elaborate setting to host the ball, with
decorations streaming from
what she described as being
big fans of lights. She promised
that attending students can expect to be dancing around lots
of stringed lights.
Austin believes that a dance
like this is a prime opportunity

to show off the mission of Mainstage, which is to create space
for celebration through music
and dance.
“We’re at a point in the year
where things are simultaneously
winding up and winding down,”
Austin said. “This is a great opportunity to create that space
for celebrating the year.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor’s first OVC major to graduate
OVC celebrates
their first graduate
Abigail Roberts
Staff Writer

This spring, Rachael Rohwer
will graduate as Taylor’s first
Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) major.
Created by Professor of
Psychology and the Director
of Initiatives for OVC Scott
Moeschberger in 2009, OVC
existed for eight years as
a minor.
“Two years ago I was approached by our previous provost to develop the major and I
initially was hesitant,” Moeschberger said.
However, after discussing with experts in the field
Moeschberger realized the
great importance of majors
which combine multiple disciplines like psychology, education and social work. OVC was
then added as an interdisciplinary major at Taylor in the
Spring of 2018.
While sitting in an OVC class
the Spring of her junior year,
Rohwer was introduced to
Moeschberger’s idea of starting an OVC major. Looking
over the curriculum, Rohwer
realized, as an almost-senior,
that she had a chance of completing the entire major. The
curriculum list reflected numerous classes Rohwer had
already taken.
Later that day, Rohwer
looked over her four-year plan
with her boyfriend, now fiance, senior Joey Ferguson. She
asked him what he thought of
her changing her entire major. Together they realized
she had just enough credits
available her senior year to
actually complete the entire
57-credit major. There were
no time conflicts; everything
fit perfectly.
“My heart was just jumping
out of my chest,” Rohwer said.
“I was made to do this and
be a part of this in some way.
God loves details so much. To
the ‘T’ God set me up to do
this major . . . I felt like I had
stepped exactly into what I
was supposed to be doing fully, like 100 percent.”

Photograph by Abigail Roberts

Rachael Rohwer will be the first Taylor student to graduate with an Orphans and Vulnerable Children degree.

Rohwer’s parents previously served as missionaries in
Nigeria and church-planters
in Los Angeles. In 2007, they
moved to Dearborn, Michigan
where they currently minister
to refugees.
Rohwer began as an education major at Taylor with a
minor in Teaching English as
a Second Language, but she
quickly found herself filling
her schedule with OVC electives like unleashing the oppressed, behavior problems of
children and adolescents and
intro to working with OVC.
Her freshman year, God

gave Rohwer a spiritual picture through a friend.
Her friend saw Rohwer going on a journey and walking
in the full joy of the Lord as she
began breaking off the chains
of women and children in the
spiritual realm.
“It wrecked me because that
was everything my spirit was
jumping out of my body for,”
Rohwer said. “I just wanted to
be with those that are hurting,
I wanted to call God’s joy down
and release people from spiritual bondage. At that time,
I didn’t know I was called to
call people out of physical and

emotional bondage too.”
As a junior, Rohwer also began volunteering three days a
week with Lift, an afterschool
program in Upland, where she
saw significant changes in the
lives of vulnerable children.
One particular student
Rohwer bonded with came
from an abusive home. On this
student’s hardest day, Rohwer
sat with her and listened to
the many hurts bubbling over
from this student’s childhood.
“This experience for sure
makes the major stand out all
the more,” Rohwer said. “Realizing a major like this is so

Easter Chapel

Photographs provided by Betsy Ahlersmeyer

necessary. We so need laborers here fighting for the rights
and equality of children . . .
And there is hope with the
tools that we’re learning: social
policy and advocacy, learning
about how to best listen and
sit with children.”
Pioneering a new major
alone is no easy task. Rohwer
has been the first to complete
any advanced OVC classes, as
even now the program directors are still trying to figure
out what classes they want to
be officially in the program.
This led to many independent studies and difficult
first projects.
“She’s a great role model for our younger students,”
Moeschberger said. “She is so
dedicated and so committed
and so passionate. To see her
walk with the Lord, wow, she’s
amazing with her sense of calling . . . she’s kind of an ideal
first graduate in that sense.”
Moeschberger highlighted Rohwer’s personality and
flexibility as the perfect fit for
her role as a pioneer for the
program.
In her current independent
study, Rohwer is analyzing the
work of Christ’s Hope ministry
in Uganda alongside Moeschberger. Their report will directly impact the ministry’s
strategies with their children.
“OVC is such a reflection of
God’s heart, it is just so true
and so pure and so founded in
justice and hope,” Rohwer said.
“It just feels like God is so running with (this major) which
makes it such a joy to be a part
of because I know He is for it .
. . It’s so much it’s hard to put
into words because it’s such a
beautiful thing that God has
given me.”
Rohwer feels through OVC
God has given her a home, a
place in his kingdom work and
she is so grateful.
Taylor’s now boasts 20 OVC
majors and 50 OVC minors,
and numbers are growing.
Moeschberger is already excited to have current students
return as alumni to share on
the incredible work he believes they have the potential
to accomplish.
echo@taylor.edu
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“We’re going into with a confidence that we
can win, but also with the humility that we
have to work hard to do it.”
Taylor women’s tennis reflects
on a successful season
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Taylor men’s golf eyes fourth straight championship
16th ranked Trojans
look to cap off another
successful season
Jacob Kittipol
Staff Writer

The Taylor men’s golf team will
be looking to yet another Crossroads League Championship on
April 29th.
After coming in first at the
Ackerman-Allen shootout classic, the 16th ranked Trojans has
now combined for seven first
place finishes this season, along
with seven top-three placements in tournaments. With a
successful season now behind
them, capitalizing on that success with a championship is the
currently the team’s top priority.
“Just the success that the team
has seen, that’s been really fun
to be apart of,” junior Scott Marston said. “We all have the team
goal ahead of our own individual goals, that’s how we do it over
on the course (of the season).”
On April 15, Marston lead the
way for the Trojans at the Ackerman-Allen classic, carding a
career-low of 4 under par–68
in round one and even par-tally of 72 in round two. Combining
for a total two-round of 140 (–4),
Marson edged his own teammate, senior Alec Dutkowski by
a mere two strokes. For a sport
that hinges much on individual success, the men’s golf team
has enjoyed the opportunities
to compete and help each other
grow as athletes over the course
of the long season.
As the 16th ranked Trojans
gear up for the end of the year
Crossroads League tournament,
a few mental adjustments still
have to be made.
“We know that everybody is

Photograph provided by Taylor University

Freshman Lucas Beck swings during a recent tournament.

looking to try to beat us.” Marson said. “We’re going into with
a confidence that we can win,
but also with the humility that
we have to work hard to do it.”
The team finished the season
before the winter of 2018 with
averages of 296.46, low 18s of
286 and low 36s of 599.
“We’re trying to win our fourth

straight Crossroads League
Championship next week,” head
coach Cam Andry said. “Our
approach really won’t change
from what it’s been all year
long. We’re hoping to make
the game as simple as possible by playing with sound
strategy and just remaining
in the moment throughout

the tournament.”
The upcoming tournament
also comes at a timely moment;
seemingly two weeks after the
finish of the world renowned
tournament ‘The Masters.’ Tiger Woods, whom many consider to be greatest to ever play,
returned after years of scrutiny and borderline obscurity to

take home his fifth green jacket, one of the sport’s most prestigious awards. The inspiring
feat hasn’t gone unnoticed by
Taylor’s golf team.
“For me and many of the guys
on our team, Tiger Woods’ influence on the game is a one of
the biggest reasons we all fell
in love with golf,” Andry said.

“Nearly every guy on the team is
a big Tiger fan and seeing him
win The Masters was something
we were all very excited about.”
The men’s team hope to bring
home their fourth straight
championship in Blackthorn
Golf Club, South Bend Indiana
on April 29 and 30.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor women’s tennis reflects on successful season
The team finished
with a winning record
TJ Swore

Staff Writer

The Taylor women’s tennis team
completed the 2019 season with
a 11–7 record and 6–3 in Crossroads league play.
A big part of the team’s success this season was due to the
help of first year head coach
Jon Wegener.
The team bought into Coach
Wegener and what he was
teaching them this year. He
played a role in the chemistry
of the team and how close they
were together.
“I experienced a lot of growth
with our new coach and felt very
invested into both as a player and a person,” senior Molly
Fletchall said.
“Coach was a huge gift to us
as a team and I feel like I improved both my singles and
doubles game a lot,” junior Alexa Kling said. “I really loved the

team dynamic this year as well,
we had a lot of fun and bonded
as a team.”
Coach Wegener attributed
the team’s success this season
to their hard work and attitude all year. He said that the
ladies on the team had great
attitudes and effort every day.
He doesn’t think that the team
could have gotten to where they
did without assistant coach Jan
Goff. He said that she agreed to
stay on and work with him in
the same role that she worked
with the previous head coach,
Jini Morgan.
One of the goals of the team
for this season was to beat their
conference rival Huntington.
During Fletchall’s first three
years with the program they
had not done this yet. The ladies beat Huntington 5–4.
“Getting the win over them
this year made me feel like
our hard work really paid off,”
Fletchall said.
The season was definitely a
memorable one for the ladies

Scoreboard

BASEBALL
4/26 Saint Francis (A) 1 pm
4/26 Saint Francis (A) 3 pm
4/27 Saint Francis (A) 1 pm

MEN’S GOLF
4/29 CL Championship (A) 8 am
4/30 CL Championship (A) 8 am

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
4/25 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 3 pm
4/26 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 11am
4/27 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 11 am

SOFTBALL
4/26 Marian University 4 pm
Photograph provided by Taylor University

Senior Courtney Clarke hits the ball during the team’s recent match against Aquinas.

4/26 Marian University 6 pm
4/27 MVNU 1 pm
4/27 MVNU 3 pm

not only because of their success on the court, but the relationships they made with each
other off the court. The future
looks bright for the Taylor women’s tennis team who returns

many key contributors for next
year. “This team will always hold
a very special place for me because they are my first team,”
Wegener said. “We will greatly
miss our seniors who led this

team very well but I am looking forward to creating a tennis
team that is a great representation of Taylor University both on
and off the court.”
echo@taylor.edu

Erin Cozad

WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD
4/25 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 3 pm
4/26 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 11 am
4/27 Hillsdale Invitational (A) 11 am

John DeHaan
TRACK & FIELD

SOFTBALL

Results from
T aylor Athletics
Baseball
4/19 IWU
4/22 IWU
4/22 IWU
4/23 MVNU

Men’s Lacrosse
4/20 Concordia

Men’s Golf

L 6-4
W 6-5
L 14-1
L 8-1

Junior

W 22-17

4/22 CL Championship
4/23 CL Championship

1st of 9
1st of 9

4/19 Huntington
4/19 Huntington
4/23 Bethel
4/23 Bethel
4/24 Saint Francis
4/24 Saint Francis

W 3-2
W 9-3
W 8-0
W 5-4
L 3-2
W 4-0

Softball

Athletes

Lakeville, MN
Public Relations
A Sandwich
Olivia Hostetler
979 S. Main St., Upland, IN • www.ivanhoes.info • (765) 998-7261
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of the

Week

Year

Junior

Hometown

Grand Rapids, MI

Major

Math and Finance

Favorite Pregame Meal
Funniest Teammate

Eggs
Drew Collins

Favorite Pregame Song Middle Child - J. Cole
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Peek into Greystones

Hidden gem of
the east shore

Kassidy Weemhoff
Contributor

DUBLIN—Tucked into the
southeastern coast of Ireland,
there is an unknown treasure
with sea views, a colorful main
street and friendly faces.
The town of Greystones is
just about a 30-minute drive
south of Dublin, and this small
hub of culture and beauty is
becoming more and more popular by the day. So, mark your
calendars, pack your bags and
book a trip before this hidden
gem is found.
Greystones is located right
on the coast of the Irish Sea,
and it has both ocean and
mountain views. Beaches littered with –– you guessed it
–– gray stones and pebbles
span the outer edge of the
town. Waves rhythmically beat
against the rocky cliffs and the
smell of salty and fresh ocean
permeates the air. The horizon
is filled with lush green farmland and rustic mountains ripe
to any curious hiker. A mixture
of land and sea culminates at
this tiny town.
Dublin, a massive city full of
Irish culture, is only a 50-minute train ride north. Along the
train line are multiple small
coastal towns to visit on a free
day. Greystones is the last stop
on the line, so it can be the perfect getaway from the big city
area or a destination for a relaxed, nature-filled holiday.
You can be walking along the
beach or hiking along a trail

within minutes from the center of town.
Running through the Greystones is Church Road which
is home to most of the boutiques, cafes, pubs and restaurants. Pastel-colored houses
with brightly painted doors
line the streets, each with
their own character, personality and name. Ivy runs up the
stone walls that separate houses from streets. In the neighborhoods of Greystones are
beautiful, stately homes with
awe-inspiring, natural landscaping. A stroll, bike or jog
through these streets can be
both interesting and informative of those who live here.
A paved path along Marine
Road leads right next to the
sea and has stops at the Marina
(currently in renovation), the
Cove and South Beach. Walking this path you’ll see many
faithful pups and their owners enjoying the fresh air. On
the beach, you might find sea
glass, colored stones or treasure if you look hard enough.
If you are not into soaking in
the beachside views, there are
multiple hiking opportunities
surrounding Greystones. Glendalough is about a 40-minute
drive into the mountains of
Wicklow. This breathtaking
glacial valley is also home to
an ancient monastic site. Hiking and history are wrapped up
in one unforgettable location
sprinkled with crumbling ruins
and crystal clear lakes.
The trailhead to a hike
along a cliff to the next town
over, called Bray, is walkable from Greystones. This

approximately four-mile hike
takes any adventurer up along
the rocky cliff looking over
the water. Being one with nature is not too hard to do in
Greystones.
This place has a rich culture
rooted in Irish history and recently more influenced by immigrants to the area. Walking
the streets and in each shop
is a friendly face and welcoming atmosphere. The tight-knit
community is involved deeply
in the local churches, schools
and businesses.
One cheery group of people, led by brothers David
and Stephen Flynn, jump into
the ice-cold sea each and every morning on the beach of
Greystones. According to the
locals, people have been taking the daily plunge for years.
The brothers, also known for
their vegetable stand/cafe
called The Happy Pear, said the
swim promotes health and invigorates them for the rest of
the day.
After the chilly dip in the sea,
the brothers encourage a nice
steamy bowl of porridge from
their cafe. In fact, The Happy
Pear has drawn hundreds if not
thousands of people to Greystones and has helped to put
it on the map. Serving vegan
and vegetarian-friendly foods
as well as offering fresh produce to the local people establishes their desire for a healthy
community. It has also landed
them multiple book deals and
TV interviews.
Now world famous, The
Happy Pear and its community have continued to

Photograph provided by Kassidy Weemhoff

Study abroad students play a game in Greystones, Ireland.

plug into their local spaces.
They have created healthy
food that isn’t outrageously expensive and provided a
meeting point for locals and
visitors alike to socialize,
share stories and encourage
one another to live healthy,
balanced lifestyles.
If the vegan fare doesn’t tickle your tastebuds, there are
loads of other options around
Greystones to indulge in. For
quick, cheap and extremely delicious, try Sweeney’s or Joker’s
fish and chips. For only a few
euro, you can have a heaping
pile of fried fish and a salty
sack of chips in your hands in
minutes.
If you are looking to dine-in
and enjoy some more expensive fare, Three Q’s, The Hungry

Monk and The Beach Club all
have moderately priced menus
complete with everything from
traditional bar food to imaginative cuisine. The latter two
are also examples of pub atmospheres in Ireland. Do not
leave without soaking in one
of these venues to understand
the pub culture embedded in
this country’s society.
Looking for perfectly puffed
croissants, traditional tea or
locally sourced sandwiches?
Check out the plethora of local coffee shops and cafes such
as The Baker’s Table, Cafe Gray
or Eleven Deli. Almost every
restaurant or cafe has allergen sensitive items, and the
grocery stores are stocked with
treats to please even the pickiest of eaters. No matter where

you choose to eat, you’ll meet
someone new and truly be able
to immerse yourself in a piece
of the Greystones life.
Food, culture, location and
community make the town
of Greystones something so
special to anyone who visits.
From the picturesque beaches to the Happy Pear to the
hiking trails, this place is
anything but ordinary. Locals are excited to welcome
you with open arms, and
the quaint, beachy vibe will
have you booking another
visit in no time. Greystones,
Ireland is ready for you, so
will you take on this grand
adventure?
echo@taylor.edu

Students offer on-campus tattoos and piercings
You don’t have
to go far for body
modifications
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

It usually starts spontaneously.
Maybe it is like that on all college campuses or just in little
towns like Upland. People sit
around thinking up things to
do. Some settle for a competitive game of Ukrainian Uno or a
watch party of every Noah Centineo movie on Netflix.
Others decide to get a piercing.
Riding high off of a Spring
Break camping trip, freshmen
Jackson Bonnett and Andrew
Friesen decided to keep the
fun going.
“We wanted to do something
very spontaneous,” Bonnett said.
“Some people suggested piercing
our ears and after about a half an
hour of convincing, we just decided to do it.”
They each held an apple slice
to the back of their ear, “Parent
Trap” style, and let their friends
pierce their ears.
Many people would probably prefer to go to a professional for semi-permanent
alterations to their physical
appearance. However, it is not
uncommon for Taylor students to entrust this to their
peers, even with something
more permanent.
Freshman Joy Herbkersman
began giving stick and poke
tattoos out of this same state
of boredom over J-term.
“One of my friends knew that
I’d never given a tattoo and he
was like, ‘Just try it,’” Herbkersman said. “And I did.”
Herbkersman is not the only
tattoo artist on campus.
In fact, there is another tattoo
artist in Olson Hall.
“It started a year ago over
Spring Break,” junior Naomi Noyes said. “I was home with a couple of my friends and we started

Photograph by Naomi Noyes

Sophomore Josh Farrell recieving his second
tattoo from Noyes with the tattoo gun.

Photograph provided by Liv Van Erman

Sophomore Olivia Van Erman getting her first stick-and-poke tattoo from junior, Naomi Noyes.

talking about tattoos. I said I
could try a stick and poke because I’d seen one of my friends
do it before, but I’d never done
it. I grabbed all the materials
really fast and looked it up on
Wikihow.”
Soon, Noyes was being asked
regularly to tattoo friends and acquaintances. Together with the
first friend she tattooed, Noyes
bought a kit on Amazon with a
tattoo gun.
Noyes has an unconventional way that people pay for her
tattoos.

“I started charging coffee dates
for it,” Noyes said. “I started getting random people asking me
for a tattoo. I thought it was
weird because I am tattooing
you and I do not know you. So I
would tattoo them and then we
would schedule a time outside of
that to get coffee.”
Though unconventional, the
system works well for Noyes.
The part she enjoys most however, is meeting people she might
not normally meet.
“I would say that the tattoo
business is way less about the

tattoos and way more about the
people.”
Art brings people together. Whether that is a group
already close friends or complete strangers.
Maybe that is why stud ent s w i l l tr u st oth er
students to change their physical appearance.
“Why not?” Friesen said. “If
there is someone who knows
what they are doing and I
wanted a tattoo, I do not see
why I would not get one.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Liv Van Erman

Junior Naomi Noyes prepping to give a tattoo.

“Tucked into the southeastern coast of Ireland, there is an unknown treasure
with sea views, a colorful main street and friendly faces.”
Peek into Greystones
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SURVIVAL GUIDE
Spring is here
Alyssa Roat

Staff Writer

Spring: when the smell of flowers mixes with the pungent
scent of human fear. The sound
of buzzing bees barely masks
the feral shrieks of students
suffocating beneath Homework
Mountain. And that bright sunshine can’t illuminate the shadow over our hearts.
Summer approaches, as do finals, jobs, internships, summer
classes, boiling heat, and possibly the apocalypse. And that
means it’s time for the Taylor
University Survival Guide to
give you our parting advice on
one of life’s most important topics: how to deal with stress (in
Taylor-appropriate ways).
1. Have a rhythmic movement party.
No, this is not a dance party.
We don’t do that here (#LTC). Instead, turn on some music and
simultaneously (and unrelatedly) move rhythmically. Moving

your body is a great way to relieve some stress in between
intense homework sessions or
job applications.
2. Do the Dew.
Time to get addicted to Taylor’s version of the forbidden
beverage. Some students find
that downing copious amounts
of Mountain Dew from the Student Center’s Mountain Dew
shrine can create such a buzz
that they’re jittering to get
their work done. It’s hard to be
stressed about homework when
you’re more focused on whether
or not your heart will explode.
3. Cast your troubles upon
the miniature trampoline.
This is a popular one with the
Wengatz guys. When you have
too much to do, run away from
your responsibilities, take off
your shoes and shirt, and run
around in the grass playing
spikeball. (Please note: disrobing is for males only.)
4. Build a habitat in your academic building of choice.

Math and science majors
tend to live in Euler. Professional Writing majors take over
the second floor of Nussbaum.
Wherever you prefer to spread
out your homework and die
among the pages, bring snacks
and enjoy the company of others in similar misery. This takes
out the stress of actually having to go back to your dorm to
sleep. Or eat. Or shower.
5. Hide in the prayer chapel
and plead for mercy.
If all else fails, throw yourself upon the floor of the empty prayer chapel (take a look
around for couples first) and
beg God to give your professors, employers, and customers
mercy. If you hide there permanently, showing God your eternal devotion, He will reward
you by making you never have
to face any of them again.
Now that you know how to
deal with stress in healthy ways,
go forth and conquer. And always remember to bring your
survival guide.
echo@taylor.edu

Learning to love well
Drew Shriner
Staff Writer

Greek II, taught by Bill Heth,
professor of biblical studies,
concludes the semester by
translating the entire book of
1 John from Greek to English.
Being in the class, I have ruminated on 1 John for the past few
weeks as we have worked our
way through it, and it could not
have been more timely for me.
One of the major themes of
the book is simple: love. God
has loved us by sending his only
Son so that we might live (4:9).
Because God loved us first, we
should also love one another
(4:11, 19). Not only should we
love one another, John goes so
far as to say that anyone who
does not love their sibling does
not actually love God (4:20).
In the past weeks, the love between Christian siblings on our
campus has been challenged.
I do believe that I have seen
much more love than hate, especially in comparison to other
controversial topics that have

occured in recent years, but
John calls us to a high standard:
to love as Christ loves (3:16). It
is a standard which I am confident that none of us have met.
My love is imperfect; my love
is selfish. Our love is imperfect;
our love is selfish. God’s love is
perfect; God’s love is selfless.
As we continue to listen,
think and speak (hopefully in
that order) about Mike Pence
and commencement, let us be
challenged by the call to love
one another in a few practical ways.
First, let us be humble. One
who loves does not presume
him- or herself to be better
than another. Frankly, none
of us are experts. We are students. It is our job to be learners, not teachers. Discussion is
a vital component of the learning process, but it seems prideful to enter a conversation with
a fellow student considering
yourself more intelligent, more
well-thought or more rational
from the start.
Second, in our humility, let us
listen to one another. When you
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do not consider yourself better
than your conversation partner, you could recognize that
you may learn from them more
than you may teach them.
Third, let us be patient with
one another. Let us resist leaping to conclusions about their
points or their character. Let us
wait to speak until our friend is
done speaking (the amount of
interruption I have heard is absurd). Let us give one another
time to think and process, not
demanding quick responses or
“conversions.”
Perhaps most importantly, let us learn from this experience. Frankly, this is not the
most important thing that will
ever happen to us. College,
though important, is only a
small portion of our lives. The
things that we do and say in
this stage of life are not the final say on who we are as people. If we have done, said or
thought hurtful things, let us
repent, ask for forgiveness and
move forward. If we have been
hurt, let us understand, forgive
and move forward.
The things that happen to us
in this place are ultimately a
preparation for what we do after we leave. Let us use this difficult time as an opportunity to
challenge ourselves to grow in
love for our brothers and sisters.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Jeremy
Ray

Chin Yi
Oh

He is the BIGGEST Pacers fan
in the world!

She is brilliant, speaks four
languages, and is a talented
cook. She deserves the world
and then some!

Senior:

"Spring" Weekly
Crossword

April 26, 2019

Junior:

Across
3. Drops off the eggs
5. Claim your room before the new freshmen take over
7. Commemorating the crucifixion
8. Are you getting more than four hours
of this?
9. Makes its appearance after months of
absence
10. Commemorating the resurrection
11. Marshmallow birds
12. Shall be shed over finals

13. Avoid the balls hurtling through the air
Down
1. Spend them before it's too late
2. Runny nose, sneezing, itching
4. Night celebrating students' cultures and
countries
6. Is this as controversial as Starbucks?
For the answers to this week’s crossword
or suggestions for future crossowrd topics
email kamryn_koble@taylor.edu

TOP

TWEETS
katie_pfotzer@ PfotzerKatie
Wow, tb to that time in my
Taylor career when seeing a
guy unicycle through campus
seemed strange #tayloru
Kaitlyn@ KTRae99
Is sidewalk chalk our new
form of communication or is it
listening forums? #tayloru
jeff cramer@ jpcramer
I counted four direct
references to the Foundations
course in my ethics class
today. Yes, students know
what I like to hear! #TaylorU
Marii@ mariianapratas
according to my four year
plan, I won’t be going
to chapel next semester
#TaylorU
Gabby Carlson@ GabbyCarlson
Something struck me tonight
when someone asked the
question,
“As a body of Christ followers,
is it more beneficial to picket
or pray?”
And that hit my heart hard.
What is our testimony as
people who all follow the
same gracious God? #tayloru
jeff cramer@ jpcramer
It’s been quite a week, and I
hate to add fuel to the fire. I’ll
probably lose some followers
for this. But, Shazam is an
incredibly good movie and I
loved it. #tayloru
Cat Allocco@ catallocco
You don’t understand the
luxury of having a ChickFil-A on campus until you
have to pay for it somewhere
else. #tayloru
Marii@ mariianapratas
I register so late incoming
freshman probably register
earlier than me. and i’m a
junior #TaylorU
Hope Bolinger is building
her launch team

@HopeBolinger

You know job application
season is getting intense
when even in your dreams
you have to explain that
you’ve applied for 120+
positions, personalizing
resumes and cover letters.
Keep at it, college seniors!
#tayloru #studentproblems
#collegelife
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Mike Pence’s appearance should allow
for a good witness of Taylor’s faith.

Can Taylor rise above?
Differences should
not stop speech

The vice president of the United States has agreed to speak
at commencement — what
an opportunity for Taylor to
shine.
Here we can show that we
differ from the contemporary
college culture which attempts
to suppress voices that deviate from a perceived norm.
Yes, we have our differences,
but the question is can we allow others to express differing
opinions, or will we follow our
culture and disallow speakers
because some people deem
them offensive?
Clearly many do not like
President Trump. That opinion has been expressed in
strong terms, some of which
can only be described as hate
speech (as seen in anonymous
phone calls that I and others at
Taylor have received simply because we work at Taylor).
However, this is really not
about Trump. While the media (especially the social media) seems to have framed the
dissenting vote in that context,
in many respects the vote rationale really seems to be concern about how our students
and our culture — a culture
that has been described as
“post-truth” — would respond.
Vice President Pence has
been described as a man of
integrity and character who
lives out his faith in a corrosive
environment. I think it would
be great for our graduates
who are about to go out into
an increasingly anti-Christian environment (yes, out of
that so-called bubble) to hear
about how one might do that.
How does one work for a boss
who seems to act arbitrarily
and seemingly stands against
many things that one believes?
And in the process, we might
just learn that there is a lot going on behind the scenes in our
present administration that

our extremely biased media
does not publicize.
Personally, I do not like President Trump. He was not my
choice for president, and I find
some of his actions embarrassing and at times offensive. In
Romans 13, Paul admonishes
his readers to “be in subjection
to the governing authorities.”
As a reminder, the emperor at
the time was Nero, described
by his page on History.com as
“the most infamous of Rome’s
emperors,” who is noted for his
debaucheries, political murders and extreme persecution
of Christians. His victims included both Paul and Peter.
Paul goes on say that “there
is no authority except from
God” (and that includes both
Emperor Nero and President
Trump). Our challenge is, can
we rise above our personal likes
and dislikes and see thing in a
broader perspective? In this
regard, I pray for President
Trump daily — as I have done
for each of his predecessors regardless of their political views.
In our politicized age, everything seems to be scrutinized
for its political implications.
But let’s be honest — Taylor doesn’t carry much political impact, like say Harvard
or Notre Dame. If that is the
case, then it would seem that
Vice President Pence agreeing
to speak at Taylor did not have
significant political overtones.
If so, then what does having
Vice President Pence speak at
commencement say?
To me it says that our graduates are significant enough for
the future of our country that
the vice president of the United
States is willing to take an entire day out of his busy schedule to celebrate them. If I were
graduating, I would see that as
a high honor, something that
I would remember the rest of
my life and would want to tell
my grandkids about.
We have a rare opportunity. Can Taylor take this opportunity to show our Christian
character? Or will we show
that we are so molded by our
culture that we cannot rise
above it?
echo@taylor.edu
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Taylor holds mixed priorities
Campus needs to find
what it values most

To many students and faculty, it feels as though administration never asked if
adding a Starbucks represented Taylor’s values, benefited the community or even
if the students wanted it.
They just decided to build it.
Now, a local coffee shop has
closed its doors — and Taylor
is further isolated from the
Upland community.
To many students and faculty, it feels as though administration never asked if
a politician so closely associated with the most controversial president in recent
memory would benefit the
Taylor community. They just
scheduled it. Now, instead of
seniors celebrating their unity in faith and learning, graduation will revolve around
controversial politics and
media coverage.
I don’t think this issue
i sn’t about politics. It ’s
about priorities.
“I think they ’re undervaluing what makes Taylor
great, and that’s the spiritual focus,” senior Steven Vermillion said. “That’s making
God’s name great the first
priority, rather than making
Taylor’s name great. And the
decisions they’ve been making — like the Starbucks or
bringing in somebody big
like the vice president to
speak — they have come
across as another misplacement of those priorities, even
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Mike Pence’s appearance should prompt a reexamination of priorities.

if administration hasn’t intended it.”
I know Taylor’s leadership
is well aware of its mistake
and they are actively making efforts to bring healing to
our community. Wednesday’s
chapel and President P. Lowell Haines’ summary email
were both excellent examples
of that. But the decision has
been made — so what now?
“This, too, will pass,” Bill
Heth, professor of biblical
studies said. “But it will take
significant time for healing
to occur.”
I believe Heth is right. Resolution won’t come quickly.
However, graduation is in
mere weeks.

Angela Pacheco, assistant professor of Spanish,
fears that a time of celebration will be overshadowed by
polarization.

“I don’t want students to
remember their graduation
with drama,” Pacheco said.
But it’s not just students
who will remember — media, family members, alumni,
prospectives and many more
will remember what happens
at commencement.
People of the Taylor community, it’s time we stopped
worrying about Pence’s message and start remembering

our own. We have a message
of love. Not a shallow, fluffy
sort of love that glosses over
real issues — this is the deep,
honest, challenging love of
Christ. This is the sort of love
that looks someone in the eye
and says, “This is a problem.
But I still love you.”
So, if you must protest, do
it in an acceptable way that
shows respect. If you must
stand in support of Pence,
do it while supporting your
friend who doesn’t. Maybe we
feel Taylor’s administration
didn’t follow the right priorities. Well, when graduation
comes, I pray we don’t make
the same mistake.
echo@taylor.edu

Mike Pence brings honor to Taylor University
Pence’s visit encourages
diversity at Taylor

It is an honor to have Vice
President Mike Pence speak
at Taylor University’s 2019
commencement.
In an email sent to students
and faculty, President P. Lowell Haines made the claim
that Pence aligns with Taylor’s
mission. This has caused dissension on campus, as many
beliefs are clouded by personal judgments or biases. It is vital that opinions on campus
are adequately informed.
Taylor University’s mission
statement says: “The mission
of Taylor University is to develop servant leaders marked
with a passion to minister
Christ’s redemptive love and
truth to a world in need.”
Taylor desires that students
gain a passion for love and
truth. There are always people
who disagree. Loving them is
half of what God calls us to do.
Seeking and speaking truth, is
the other half.
As discerning humans, we
form opinions daily. Each
person has ideas, making
us diverse. Having differing
opinions does not revoke our
obligation to speak truth.
Allowing different views
strengthens community.
These are the ideas Taylor
University supports; therefore,
it is a privilege to host someone who lives these out in his
career, while not compromising the truths of the Bible.
Throughout his career
Pence has stood for acts aligning with his faith. Though

human, he has sought to love
those in disagreement.
“My family and I have a view
on marriage that’s informed
by our faith,” Pence stated in
“Mike Pence, facing criticism
from 2020 Democratic hopeful
Pete Buttigieg over his record
on gay rights, says South Bend
mayor ‘knows better.’” “And we
stand by that. But that doesn’t
mean that we’re critical of anyone else who has a different
point of view.”
Pence follows truth – the
same truth in the LTC.
Taylor’s goal is to foster diversity of thought and inviting
Pence to Taylor achieves that.
“My contention is that (diversity in race, sexual orientation, etc.) are not valuable
in themselves but valuable
because of a deeper good,
namely viewpoint diversity,
the plurality of perspectives
which is so crucial to the advancement and enhancement
of learning, which of course is

the ultimate good of any academic community,” James
Spiegel, professor of philosophy and religion, wrote in his
article “Viewpoint Diversity:
Why Plurality of Perspective is
Vital to the University.” “Diversity of views is inherent to the
original and on-going purpose
of the university, as a place
where many different perspectives and belief commitments
co-exist and integrate in creative, cooperative, and innovative ways.”
Most can agree that we value diversity. Will inviting the
Vice President to Taylor’s campus shut down diversity of
thought? The same question
can be asked of Katharine Hayhoe, atmospheric scientist and
professor of political science,
who spoke last week on climate change. There is strength
in diversity and diversity includes politics. It is an honor
to host the vice president.
Mike Pence has sided with

acts that attempt to promote
peace in our country and
achieve growth and Christian
values – the most respectful way to uphold love and
truth. He has sided with ideas
that will best achieve security and prosperity in our country. The claim that Pence does
not align with Taylor’s views or
is not a representation of our
faith is unfounded. Pence supports the viewpoints of a conservative Christian school; the
viewpoints each student had
to sign, in agreement with, before attending Taylor.
Having the Vice President
on our campus is not shutting down diversity, but rather fostering conversation and
equipping students to debate
and question ideas. It is opening conversation from a different perspective and will help
Taylor achieve its goal of creating students with passion
for love and truth.
echo@taylor.edu

Sourced by Google

Mike Pence makes Taylor history with his attendance at commencement.

“‘This, too, will pass,’ Bill Heth, professor
of biblical studies said. ‘But it will take
significant time for healing to occur.’”
Taylor holds mixed priorities
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Letters to the Editor
Pence makes
PR blunder
Dear Editor:
It is quite obvious that this issue has sparked controversy on
Taylor’s campus, so the question
now is where do we go from here?
I believe that administration was well intentioned in
their choice to invite Vice President Mike Pence, but if they
had any sort of media guidance,
they wouldn’t have made that
same choice.
Taylor is all about proclaiming the gospel, and the discussion surrounding this issue is

Campus needs to
show respect
Dear Editor:
The invitation of Mike Pence to
be the commencement speaker
at graduation has sparked controversy throughout campus. This
decision was bound to cause this
reaction. Whether the goal was
to make a political statement or
to simply invite an example of a
successful Christian, the invitation was going to make an appearance of a statement to many.
With the petitions going
around in support and against,

Pence won’t
push politics
Dear Editor:
Hi, my name is Lindsey
Metzger, and I think it’s a great
idea to have Mike Pence as the
commencement speaker. He’s one
of the only Christian politicians in
our government right now, and
we should be supportive of him.
I understand why people are
a little uneasy with him coming. Some people are concerned
he’ll turn commencement into a
political playground, but I don’t
think he’s going to do that. He’s a
smart man; he understands the

Reactions to Pence
give witness
Dear Editor:
Since last week, there has been
a lot of controversy involving the
Mike Pence commencement
address and Taylor. The overall
Christian community, has become very divided in opinions.
I feel as though people may not
be divided for the right reasons.
Pence has claimed that he is a
Christian, and therefore, meets
the requirements of someone
to speak at a Taylor commencement. Although he may differ politically in opinion as people, that
should not be an issue because
in many ways, it is good to hear
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Pence should drive open dialogue

not biblically based, but politi- Campus cannot
cally based.
allow politics to
At this point, we are in the lime- end community
light regardless of if Pence is invited or disinvited so now we have
the opportunity to reach an audience we never have before. The
eyes of non-believers (conservative and liberal) are on Taylor and
we need to make a statement that
will exemplify Christ and share
Division. Hurt. Healing. Comthe gospel message in the best munity. Protest. Controversy.
way possible.
If any Taylor student, faculty or staff was questioned
about the current status of
Natalie Casey
our campus, one or more of
Sophomore
these words was likely used
in their answer.
echo@taylor.edu
Since the original anit’s possible to see a divide among nouncement of Vice President
campus. If Mike Pence was unin- (VP) Mike Pence as comvited, the situation would prob- mencement speaker, opinions
ably not improve. The best thing and feelings have surfaced
for students, faculty, and alum to throughout Taylor’s campus.
do would be to treat each other The initial reaction of Taylor’s
with respect. Our differing opin- community: division.
ions on the issue should not cause
This division of opinion is
campus to be divided but should far from unwarranted, and,
allow us to have conversations as such, was even foreseen
with fellow Christians whether by Taylor administration and
we agree with one another or not. leadership. In a recent Echo
article, “Pence makes Taylor
Isaac Dotson
history,” discussing the decision of VP Pence’s commenceFreshman
ment invitation, the following
was disclosed.
echo@taylor.edu

situation. Graduation isn’t about
“(President) Haines was
him but about the students who
aware controversy would
are being honored.
As a Christian community, we stem from this decision, but
shouldn’t be fighting over this. We believes Taylor can talk and
need to respect the administravent a little as a family of
tion, people who are for or against
believers,” said the article.
him coming and Pence himself.
This choice was made for a reason, and we need to trust God
Certain students have exthat everything will work out.
pressed that in Haines knowing of this unavoidable
God is in control, after all.
controversy, the decision to
continue in the process of inLindsey Metzger
viting VP Pence was unjusJunior
tified, and even harmful to
Taylor’s community.
echo@taylor.edu
Anger seems to have arisen on
both sides of this controversy.
other opinions and viewpoints.
These feelings can be seen
Overall, Pence is the vice presi- plainly, and extremely explicdent of the United States and Tay- itly, on Facebook, Twitter and
lor students and faculty should other social platforms of combe honored that he is coming in munication. This issue of The
the first place. As Christians, we Echo is likely chock-full of varshould be careful with how we ious opinions.
react to issues and conflicts like
Oftentimes, these feelings
this because we need to represent can also be observed in person
Christ well. Taylor University is in through conversation and civil
the spotlight now, and while we discourse.
are here, we need to make sure the
But this obvious division has
people that do not know Christ not “destroyed” Taylor’s relasee how we handle conflict in a tional intentionality amongst
way that is biblical.
students, staff and faculty. Nor
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Mike Pence should draw out good conversation.

does VP Mike Pence coming to
campus put a black mark on
the strong community that we
as a campus hold so high. Regardless of personal opinions
on the vice president, Pence’s
coming to Taylor is not impactful enough to dismantle
our community.
Tom Jones, dean of the
school of arts, biblical studies and humanities, recently
published an opinions article
regarding hearing opposing
viewpoints and growth that
can occur from consideration.

The division on campus has
created a scenario where Taylor, as a body of believers, has
two options.
In the first option, we can
remain closed off in opinion,
with a lack of necessary dialogue and expression of opinion, and inevitably usher in
the actual deterioration of
Taylor’s community.
In the second option, we
can listen to each other with
open minds and try to understand the reasoning of a person with opposing viewpoints,
as Jones outlined. This entails seeing the other person
“One of the essentials
as more than just a political
in maintaining a
view or social belief.
representative democracy
Taylor’s administration and
such as ours is the ability student leaders have done a
and willingness of informed good job of promoting listensessions to better underand thoughtful citizens to ing
stand broad-stroke opinions,
participate in civil discourse but dialogue amongst individabout issues and ideas that uals must still be approached
go to the core of our identity,” with both openness and
discernment.
Jones said in Discussions
Is this dialogue painless?
open doors at Taylor.
Likely not, but Frederick

Douglass once echoed a similar sentiment.

“If there is no struggle, there
is no progress,” Douglass
said. “Those who profess
to favor freedom, and yet
depreciate agitation, are
men who want crops without
plowing up the ground.
They want rain without
thunder and lightning.”
Oftentimes, the greatest
things in life are preceded by the greatest pains.
There is no growth without
discomfort. Taylor is strong
enough to recognize this division as an opportunity for
learning and understanding,
and I believe our community here at Taylor will ultimately be rebuilt stronger
and healthier than it was
even before this controversy arose.
echo@taylor.edu

Olivia Williams
Freshman
echo@taylor.edu
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Mike Pence’s visit to campus has caused great controversy.
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The concert, “Chords of Love,” will
present some of the most popular
songs the Chorale has performed
under Rediger’s leadership
Taylor Chorale celebrates 23
years of musical excellence
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Taylor Chorale celebrates 23 years of musical excellence

Chorale welcomes
back alumni for
reunion concert
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

This Saturday, over 100 alumni
will travel from all parts of the
country and beyond to perform
at Taylor University once again.
The Taylor Chorale and
Sounds will present 23 years of
musical excellence April 27, at
1:30 p.m., with their first ever
reunion concert. Students and
alumni alike will perform together in Rediger Auditorium
for all to enjoy.
“I’m excited to see these alums and to reconnect,” JoAnn
Rediger, professor of music and
director of Chorale and Taylor Sounds, said. “When I look
at their names it is as if they
never left. We remember the
tours and the music that we
performed and I am just filled
with gratitude that they would
come back.”
The concert, “Chords of Love,”
will present some of the most
popular songs the Chorale has
performed under Rediger’s leadership. There will be a mix of
solo and ensemble pieces, featuring both alumni and current

A&E
Stay Up To Date

C.S. Lewis and Friends Tea
Tea and Presentation
Today – 4 p.m.
Zondervan 142

Photograph provided by the music department

Chorale membership will double in size as the alumni and current students perform together

students.
Many of the alumni soloists
will be returning to sing songs
from their own school days.
These songs were often performed while the Chorale was
on tour abroad, adding a greater significance to their memory.
For some, like Mark Statler
(’10), this concert is a reminder of what an influence music
can be.
“It was always amazing during
our concerts on this tour to see

Tutupalooza
Today – 7 p.m.
Bond Plaza
Chorale & Sounds
Chords of Love
April 27
Words on Music – 12:45 pm
Concert – 1:30 pm

Taylor Symphony Orchestra
Grandparents Day Concert

Mousetrap

Friday, April 26 – 4:00 p.m.

April 26 & 27, May 3 & 4 – 7:30

Rediger Chapel

p.m.

Metcalf Open
Today – 6 p.m.
Metcalf Gallery

April 28 & May 5 – 2 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

Jazz Ensemble
April 30 – 7:30 pm
Butz Carruth Recital Hall

that despite the language barrier, music was able to make
such an impact on the people
who came to listen,” Statler said.
“God was able to do some amazing things through the music we
performed at these churches
and community centers!”
But not all of the songs are
a part of the Chorale’s history.
“It’s All I Have to Bring Today,”
by Emma Lou Diemer, has never been sung by the Chorale before. In fact, it has never been

performed by anyone. It was
commissioned especially for
this concert, in honor of Rediger’s career at Taylor and upcoming retirement.
Rediger’s retirement has also
been the inspiration for the concert itself.
The idea originated at a music conference, where Rediger ran into Statler and Reed
Spencer (’11), two of her former students.
“When we found out that

Dr. Rediger would be retiring at the end of this year, we
knew there had to be some
way for the broader Taylor
community to celebrate her
and the impact she has had on
students for so many years,”
Statler said.
That motivation inspired
the idea for an alumni concert. Such a thing has never
been done before, at least in
the 23 years Rediger has led
the Chorale.

From there, Rediger organized the variety of music from
her time as conductor, and
reached out to alumni. Many
agreed to come, and even more
sent their well wishes and messages of support to the current
Chorale.
On Friday, April 26, the alumni will arrive on campus to
spend the day practicing with
the Chorale and spending time
with the students.
“This is a unique opportunity that the current Chorale
gets to be a part of, and I know
it will be an enriching weekend
getting to sing and spend time
with previous Chorale members,” senior Claire Heyen said.
Rediger is excited for the
current Chorale to have the
chance to meet former members. She says it will be a positive and uplifting experience for
all involved.
Overall, those involved see
it as a way to unite in honor of
their shared director and their
love of music.
“While there seems to be so
much in this world that can divide us, music, especially as an
expression of faith, is one of the
few mediums through which
we can find unity and peace,”
senior Emily Zilz said.

Students have a new mystery to solve
Taylor theater
department
performs “The
Mousetrap”

Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

No one is who they seem
in Agatha Christie’s “The
Mousetrap.”
The play opens with
a young couple fulfilling their lifelong dream
of opening their own
bed and breakfast. Soon
a snowstorm hits, trapping the couple and an
eclectic group of guests
right as information
comes from police that
one of the guests may be
a murderer.
The plot unfolds with
the dubious pasts of
the guests.
“You do not know
much about him besides
the fact that he is this bizarre, shady guy,” junior
Steven Mantel, who plays
Mr. Paravicini said.
In fact, “bizarre” could
be a fitting description
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Director Tracey Manning addresses some of the actors in “The Mousetrap.”

for every character in this
play. But that does not
stop people from having
a favorite
Freshman Kipp Miller
portrays one such favorite character, Christopher Wren.
“I loved Christopher
Wren from the moment
I read his lines,” sophomore Madeline Logan
said. “I just thought he
was so charming and

really odd. But I love
that about him. He really owns his oddities.”
Logan herself portrays
one of the main characters, Mollie Ralston, proprietor of the bed and
breakfast where the play
is set.
If there is one thing
that “The Mousetrap” is
known for, it is the twists
and turns that permeate
the performance.

Written by Agatha
Christie, the acclaimed
author of “Murder on
the Orient Express” and
“Death on the Nile,” the
play is highly esteemed.
Originally performed in
London with Richard Attenborough in the leading role, the play often
attracts A-list audience
members such as Quentin Tarantino.
The play itself is mired

in mystery. As the longest-running performance on West End,
“Mousetrap” celebrated it’s 25,000th performance in 2012 and has
not left the London stage
for over 60 years according to the official Agatha
Christie website.
In order to preserve
the mystery, the play’s
contract stipulates that
a movie version cannot
be made until six months
after the play completes
its run.
“Agatha Christie was
one of the main influences of the genre,” Mantel
said. “Suspense has always been used as a way
of storytelling but obviously some people use
it better than others and
Agatha Christie uses it in
its peak form.”
Though West End ran
the show for 60 years,
Taylor will only put on
six shows between April
26 and May 5.
In the meantime, suspect everyone.
echo@taylor.edu

A guide to Tolkien’s characters

CAR, TRUCK & SUV
TIRES AND
SERVICES

148 SOUTH MAIN ST.,
UPLAND, IN 46989
(765) 998 - 0871
WWW.UPLANDTIRE.COM

David Day writes
new book exploring
the world of
Middle-Earth
Connor Salter
Contributor

David Day is a wellknown expert on J.R.R.
Tolkien’s stories and writing process.
In “Heroes of Tolkien,”
he outlines the major
characters and species
that appear in Middle-Earth, from characters in “The Lord of the
Rings” and “The Hobbit”
to more obscure characters mentioned in “The
Silmarillion.” As Day describes each group, he
also talks about Tolkien’s
writing process and the
various stories that inspired his creations.
Day gives some excellent insights in this book.
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“Heroes of Tolkien” is the latest of books by David Day exploring the Tolkien universe

He covers all the various
kinds of species, from
Hobbits to Valar, with
plenty of great details.
He even brings up some
interesting facts that
will surprise most Tolkien fans, such as the fact
one “Lord of the Rings”
character was based on
Tolkien’s good friend C.S.
Lewis.
Readers interested in

the spiritual ideas within
Tolkien’s mythology will
find the book very helpful.
Day takes time in several
places to note how Tolkien’s Christian faith influenced his work, including
how the Old Testament
inspired Middle-Earth’s
origin story. This makes
the book a fun starting resource for anyone wanting to learn how Tolkien’s

faith and writing connect together.
The artwork provides
another interesting component. Illustrations,
from pencil drawings to
elaborate paintings, appear on almost every
other page. They all look
terrific and integrate well
with the text, but also give
an interesting perspective. With so many art

styles, readers get to see
how various artists portray Middle-Earth and
its inhabitants, showing
just how versatile Tolkien’s fantasy world is.
The book does have
one potential downside.
Day clearly wrote it to be
more of a popular manual than a scholarly resource. Readers who
want to find what sources Day used so they can
do their own research
into Middle Earth will
be a little irritated that
the book doesn’t include
a list of sources cited
or recommended further readings. Still, the
book works well as a basic overview.
Whether you are a fantasy writer, a “Lord of the
Rings” fan or just an Inkling buff, this book provides a great primer on
Tolkien’s work.
echo@taylor.edu

